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Divinity. 


ON THE STUDY OF DIVINITY. 
CHAPTER V. 


ON THE SACRED SCRIPTURES. 


‘T'uere is no question of so great importance in Christianity 
as this ; ** Are the books, which we call the Holy Scriptures, 
of the Old and New Testament, the genuine and authentic writ- 
ings of men inspired by God to reveal his sacred Will?”—For 
upon this question depends our faith: And it is the first we 
should ask when the religion of Christ is proposed to us. This 
religion is delivered down in these books, upon the testimony of 
the writers. Are you certain, that these books are indeed the 
genuine productions of the men, whose names they bear? Are 
they authentic performances, and not the counterfeit and_ spuri- 
ous inventions of crafty and deceitful persons ?—And if they are 
genuine, upon what evidence do you demonstrate their divine 
authority ; how will you prove to me, that the authors were not 
only capable of delivering to mankind the facts, recorded in their 
writings; but also that they were divinely assisted, commission- 
ed, and inspired by God himself to this end?—These are 
enquiries of the utmost moment ; and without a reasonable satis- 
‘faction in them, no man can be said to believe the Christian re- 
ligion upon a solid foundation. 

_ Weare happy in being able to supply every enquirer with as 
much satisfaction as he can wish; and with more, perhaps, than 
can be given in any case of the like kind. 

You ask, whether the Scriptures are “ the genuzme productions 
of those men, whose names they bear?” that is, whether Moses 
for instance, and David; whether Isaiah and St, Matthew : whe- 
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ther St. John and St. Paul, were really the writers of the books, 
which are commonly attributed to them; or whether these books 
were forged by some designing men, and imposed upon the cre- 
dulity of mankind? Now, to answer this question suffer me to 
ask in return, “* You read the writings of Homer and Virgil, of 
Pindar and Horace, of Livy and Thucydides: Pray do you think 
these are the genuine works of ‘hose authors!” Yes, surely, 
you reply; there is not the least doubt of it. Well, then, 
suffer me to ask again, Upon what grounds are yeu thus undoubt- 
edly certain? ‘ Upon the concurrent testimony, say you, of all 
mankind, of all ages: They have been universally received and 
acknowledged as such, wherever they were known. Besides, 
there are internal marks, their style and manner of writing is 
their own; the notion of forgery is ridiculous ; who could have 
forged such books? It was impossible. And when could they 
have been forged? We have uncontroverted evidence of their 
reception given by contemporary authors, from the very time of 
their publication.” ‘Fhis is all I desired: Now, then, apply 
what you say of these authors, to the authors of the sacred his- 
tory. ‘[heir works have the concurrent testimony of mankind: 
They have been universally acknowledged and received, as the 
genuine works of those whose names they bear, from the begin- 
ning. And 1 donot know that the bitterest enemies of these 
books, who have used their utmost efforts to expose and explode 
them, ever were so hardy as to venture upon the least hint of 
their spuriousness. These writings too have internal marks, as 
well as those heathen Classics ; their style and manner is their 
own. Read the five books of Moses, the poetical psalms of 
David, the rapturous flights of the Prophets, the discourses of 
Christ, the plain, sublime narrative of St. John, and the closely 
argumentative epistles of St. Paul; and you will say, who could 
have forged such books? What mortal pen or ability was 
equal to the work ?—You say too, when could the writings of 
those heathen authors have been forged? A question which may 
be asked, with still greater propriety and force, with respect to 
the sacred writings. For men are even jealous of religious 
principles and innovations, and backward to receive such, even 
upon the most powerful evidence and authority. Pitch upon 
what time you will for the forgery of the writings of Moses 
and the Apostles, and you will soon see the impossibility 
of the supposition. It cannot be imagined, that the Jews 
would have admitted so painful and oppressive a ritual, merely 
upon the authority of Moses: it cannot be imagined, that the 
whole nation would have joined with him in the cheat, if he had 
been an impostor: and if his writings were not forged by him, 
they could never have been forged at all. As to the writings of 
the Apostles, the argument holds still more strongly; for it ts 
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evident, their Gospels were published very early, as authentic 
testimonies shew; and at a time when the facts they delivered 
could have been so easily detected, that they could have no 
probability to escape the character, they would have justly de- 
served, had they been impostors. 

But you may ask, how are we sure, if indeed these writings 
are genuine, that they are unadulterated 2? Can we be clearly as- 
certained that they have not been maimed, interpolated, and cor- 
rupted, in their passage down to us ?—To this it is ney to reply, 
that with respect of the Old Testament, this is scarcely suppos- 
able; that sacred book having been preserved amongst the Jews, 
with the most scrupulous exactness; and as to the writings of 
the New, interpolations have been still less probable, on ac- 
count of the high esteem and veneration in which they have been 
ever held; of the multitude of copies, and early translations, 
which left no room for fraud or inattention to do them any mate- 
rial injury; of the citations, which have been made out of them 
by Christian writers in all ages; and on account of the divi- 
sions, and sects which early rose among Christians, and caus- 
ed them to keep so watchful an eye upon each other, that no 
alterations could ensue in that sacred text, the purity of which 
was the common concern of all. And tndeed, after all the 
collations of copies and examinations of manuscripts, after all 
the nice and punctilious criticism which has been happily em- 
ployed in investigating the letier of the sacred text; it is pleas- 
ing to remark, how great an agreement there is, and how 
inconsiderable the variations are which the most minute ob- 
servation hath traced out.* 

Upon the whole we may conclude with the utmost satisfac- 
tion, that the writings of the New Testament, are the genuine 
and uncorrupted works of those writers whose names they bear. 

But you may ask,“ Are not these writings the forgery and 
envention of these men themselves; did not they sit down and 
deliver their story, knowing it to be false, and the fruit of their 
own fancy ?—This will be more abundantly obviated, when 


* Limborch, in his Body of Divinity, obviates these two objections: ‘ 1st. 
What security have we that the writings of the Old and New Testament be- 
long to those authors whose names they bear? And 2dly. How do we know, 
but they have been adulterated ? To the first of these queries we answer, that 
we are assured of the genuineness of these books, by the constant tra- 
dition of those who lived in the times when they were written, as also of 
such as immediately succeeded them; who, after a strict and nice enquiry, 
determined them to be genuine, whilst upon the same disquisition they re- 
jected several others, that went under those authors names as spurious. To 
the 2d query we reply, that it lies upon the objectors, to prove that they have 
been adulterated, which the muititude of copies to be met with in all lan- 
guages, cannot eviuce, and of which the Providence of God has taken so much 
care, that no corruption has crept into the text, but what has been detected : 
and as for the various readings, they make nothing to the point in question, 
as any map of learning may easily discern.” 
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we produce the evidences of their divine inspiration. Let it 
suffice at present to observe, that as these writings bear the 
clearest marks of wisdom, design, and penetration, they could 
not have been the works of weak or foolish enthusiasts. Nor 
could they have been the forgery of good or of bad men: there- 
fore they could not have been forged at all. Good men, it Is 
plain, could never have forged such writings; for no man can be 
good, and at the same time an impudent liar; nay, the very 
worst and most impudent, in presuming to father his compo- 
sitions upon the Omniscient, and in declaring, that what he 
wrote was communicated and revealed to him by God himself. 
This is inconsistent with the least ray of goodness. Good men 
therefore could never have forged these books. 

Much less are they to be conceived 4s the work of bad men. 
For a kingdom divided against itself must necessarily fall. And 
itis the very height of absurdity to suppose that wicked men 
would forge books, whose sole end and design is to promote 
virtue and holiness, and that under the most tremendous sanc- 
tions: books in which such excellent rules of life are Jaid down, 
as are no where to be met with in all the schools of heathen 
moralists.--And by the way, how could these men have attain- 
ed such superior wisdom; and have excelled all the wisest of 
the wise, in the delineation of truth? These gross and car- 
nal Jews; these ignorant and unlearned Fishermen !——Solve 
the difficulty, ye Deists and Freethinkers !—It is unreasonable 
then to suppose, that wicked and worldly men should have 
forged these books ; which contain maxims so entirely destruc- 
tive of their own interests. And it is a consequence which a 
child may draw, that if these books could not be forged cither 
by good or by bad man, if they are too wise and too rational 
for the pen of deluded enthusiasts; they must of necessity be 
what they assume, the composition of men commissioned and in- 
spired by the most High to reveal his sacred will. 

We shouid now proceed to more positive proofs of the authen- 
ticity and divine inspiration of the scriptures: but this must be 


the subject of the following chapter. 


(To be continued. ) 
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Biography. 


ACCOUNT OF JOHN WESLEY BOND. 


Joun Westey Bonn was the second son of Mr. Thomas Bond 
and was born in that part of the city of Baltimore called Fell’s 
Point, on December 11th, 1784. 


liis father removing to -Vir- 
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inia, settled in Buckingham county, where he continued until 
Bis son John was between six and seven years of age ; but loos- 
ing his wife, he returned to Maryland, and settled in Harford 
county, where he soon after married a second wife——an excel- 
lent pious woman. Mr. Thomas Bond was among the first 
fruits of Methodism in Maryland—having been brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, together with his first wife, through the 
instrumentality of the Rev. Mr. Strawbridge. He was deeply 
experienced in the things of God, and was favoured beiore his 
death to see all his children brought to walk by the same rule, 
and to mind the same thing. He was wont to acknowledge this, 
as capping the climax of mercies, for which he was bound to 
devote himself entirely to God. Few men, perhaps, were so 
well qualified to give an early direction to the minds of chil- 
dren, or to bias them in favour of religion.. He knew how to 
unite the most inflexible discipline with the most affectionate 
and endearing tenderness; so that while his children did not 
dare to disobey him, they loved him with a fervour that border- 
ed on adoration. In all that related to his family, his conduct 
made it apparent that he really did believe, what as a Chris- 
tian he ought to have believed, namely, that if he could induce 
his children to become enlightened and practical Christians, it 
was of no consequence that they should be either rich or great 
men: and acting from this plain conviction, he took all his 
measures accordingly. Having met with great disappoint- 
ments—suffered severe affliction, and endured the most calam- 
itous bereavments, he had found in religion a never failing 
source of consolation—an unassailable asylum ftom which he 
had been long accustomed to look with calmness and serenity 
on the unceasing fluctuation of all terrestrial things. Retiring 
from the bustle of mercantile concerns, : 


‘¢ Adown the cool sequestered vale of life, 
‘¢ He kept the noiseless tenour of his way’?— 


devoting himself to the care of his children’s education. He 
was aware, however, that the *‘ sober sadness”’ with which the 
precepts ofreligion were usually taught to children, was seldom 
successful, and he ever endeavoured to dress Christianity in her 
more attractive habiliments, and to enlist all the affections in 
her cause. Nature had blessed him witha facility of accommo- 
dating himself to the apprehension of the tenderest age; and 
grace had so sweetened his temper that he could not be wearied 
by their dulness, or impatient of their importunities. “His son 
John was remarkable for a very early developement of mind, 
and an uncommonly retentive memory; so that before he had 
learned to read, he had committed to memory most of the little 





« pliriviok » 





286 ACCOUNT OF JOHN WESLEY BOND, 


stories which his father was 4ccustomed to recite for his amuse- 
ment and instruction. He would, at this early age, listen with 
unwearied delight to the lengthened story, borrowed from the 
sacred page, and simplified to his comprehension; while the 
lesson of piety couched in the narrative, seemed by its appa- 
rent effects on his feelings, to make an impression which ne 
length of time or change of circumstances were ever after to 
erase.* 

As he grew up, however, the impetuosity ef his passions 
seemed to correspond with the strength of his intellectual pow- 
ers. His temper was exceedingly irrascible though relenting— 
furiously vindictive, yet easily appeased—His resentments 
were sudden and ungovernable, but from his recollection of an 
injury his companions had nothing to fear. The circumstances 
to which commercial disappointment had reduced his father, 
forbid him any education but such as the neighbourhood afford- 
ed, and the obscure district in which he resided, offered nothing 
more favourable than the most indifferent country schools. He 
made, however, considerable proficiency in arithmetic, of which 
he seemed particularly fond. 

Nothing farther worthy of notice occurred in his life, until 
the time of his conversion to God. His father’s house had 
heen for many years opened for preaching, and the circuit 

reachers officiated there alternately every other sabbath : But 
there had been in this part of the Lord’s vineyard, a long and 
desolating drought. The class had dwindled, in the space of 
seven or eight years, from upwards of sixty to some ten or 
twelve rl eg and an instance of conversion had not per- 
haps occurred in the neighbourhood within that time. It pleas- 
ed a good and gracious God, however, to revive his work at the 
Conference in Baltimore, in the spring of the year 1800. The 
holy flame soon spread into the adjoining circuits, and amongst 
the first who felt its genial influence, was the subject of this 
memoir. Our late brother John Btoodgood, who laboured in 
the circuit, was incessantly engaged in his Master’s work, and 
availed himself of every opportunity, both public and private, 
to alarm sinners, and to win souls to Christ. One day sitting 
with Mrs. Bond, anda niece of Mr. Bond, he addressed himself 
to the niece and said—* Abby, I was just thinking of the aw- 
ful situation in which you stand ; if after the many relizious ad- 
vantages you have had, you miss of heaven, how heavy will be 
your condemnation!” The Spirit of divine truth accompanied 
the word, and fixed it in the heart; and falling on her knees, 
she cried aloud to God for mercy and pardon. The religious 


* He seemed to have had an instinctive aversion to all spiritous liquors ; 
and this aversion extended to wine, cider, beer, and even to yinegar. 
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part of the family now hastened to join the preacher in prayer, 
when after a short struggle, the Lord raised up, even in this, till 
now dry and barren place, a witness that he has power on 
earth to forgive sins. While this scene was passing, John re- 
turned from the field, and was struck with astonishment. He 
had heard of such things, but had never ‘witnessed personally 
any thing of the kind before. The favourable moment was not 
lost by the preacher, nor by the ever watchful father; and 
their exhortations, enforced by the change which he soon saw 
in his cousin, made an impression on his mind, of which he 
could not divest himself. He betook himself to private prayer, 
and to reading the scriptures ; and soon became truly awakened 
to his lost and helpless condition, without an interest in the all- 
atoning sacrifice ; on which, however, he was soon enabled to 
rely, and thereby to receive a clear manifestation of the pardon- 
ing love of God. 
his experience was, in his case, accompanied by a corres- 
ponding change in temper and natural disposition, to a degree 
which is not always the immediate fruits of such a work of 
race. Love toGod and man seemed so immediately to fill 
Bis heart, that the turbulence of his passions were at once sub- 
dued,; and those who have known him only since his conver- 
sion, and observed his complying disposition and meek forbear- 
ing temper, would hardly he brought to believe that these were 
not natural to him—Yet most certainly they were entirely attri- 
butable to the renovating efficacy of divine grace. 

From this time he continued to walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith he was called, and to grow in favour both with God 
and man. Many of his former companions were soon brought 
to walk with him in the paths of pleasantness and peace, 
amongst whom was his elder, and only brother, then engaged. 
in the study of physic. His only sister, who was many years 
older, had been in very early life made acquainted with the 
saving truths of religion. 

Brother Bond now began to be useful in the prayer-meetings 
in the neighbourhood, and seemed to be earnestly concerned 
that others should participate with him the comforts which he 
found in religion; but whether he had thus early any intima- 
tions of his future call to the ministry, 1s uncertain. In the year 
1805 he lost his father by an apoplectic stroke, which at once 
deprived him of speech, and produced a complete paralysis of 
the right side. Yet was this faithful servant of God permitted 
to finish his course with a clear and indubitable testimony of 
that consolation which religion affords the believer, even in the 
last struggles of mortality. As he retained his senses, some 
one desired him, if he was still happy in God, to give them as- 
surance of it, by raising the only remaining arm of which he 
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had the controul. On the instant he raised it—tears of ineffa- 
ble delight gushed from his eyes, and a smile so full of heaven 
irradiated his venerable countenance, that the weepiug behold- 
ers, and his heretofore inconsolable family, were filled with 
joy inexpressible, and uttered aloud their thankfulness to God. 
Mr. Bond sustained the original shock about five days, and then . 
was gathered to his brother patriarchs in heaven. 

The death of his father left our brother John W. Bond, as to 
his worldly circumstances, in ease and comfort ; his elder broth- 
er having renounced any claim to the estate, in favour of the 
other heirs. He was not left, and his father never intended to 
leave him, independent of his own exertions ; this would have 
been contrary to his opinion. of a Christian parent’s duty—but 
a farm, with an adequate stock of cattle and implements of _hus- 
bandry, insured to frugal industry a comfortable support, and 
these he left his son. With such inducements to sit down quiet- 
ly at home, our brother soon began to be pressed in spirit to go 
into the hedges and highways aed call sinners to repentance.— 
He appeared to have suppressed his feelings on this subject for 
a considerable time, having the most humbling views of his want 
of the necessary qualifications. He occasionally exercised him- 
self in the neighbourhood, and his services were found every 
where acceptable ; though his beginnings did not forbode any 

reat eminence as a preacher. A fervent zeal, an untiring in- 
dustry, and above all, his steady piety, promised much future 
usefulness ; but there was little of what the world calls genius, 
and religious people denominate “ gifts,”? manifested in his 
preaching. Indeed, these qualifications are generally associated 
with a fertile fancy, and a dominant imagination; whereas a 
sound discriminating judgment was evidently the most promi- 
nent feature in the mind of our late brother. : 

After having long endured the most painful conflict of mind, 
vascillating between the monitions of duty and a sense of his 
unfitness, he ventured to open his mind to his brother-in-law, 
the late William H. Wood: who, after conferring with other 
friends, was clearly convinced of his call, and accordingly ad- 
vised him to offer himself to the ensuing Conference. Indeed, 


“it had long been obvious to his friends that matters of higher 


import than agriculture, had entirely possessed his mind, and 
rendered his success in any temporal pursuit utterly impossi- 
ble ; for notwithstanding he laboured on his farm with the most 
patient industry, yet he was so occupied by his religious en- 
gagements, that the seasons for sowing and for reaping always 
found him unprepared: because to prepare for them it was ne- 
cessary to have anticipated their return, and to have devoted 
no small portion of his thoughts to the circumstances which 
their return would necessarily bring about. For forecasting 
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tion to the work of the ministry could. sat 
zeal ; and accordingly he was. strongly recomm to. the Bal 
timore Conference, and having been received on: trial -he : was 
appointed in the year 1810 to Calvert: circuit, .with Brother 
He was very kindly received on his. circuit, and often after- 
wards spoke with much thankfulness of the~ indulgent tender- 
ness with which the friends in Calvert treated him during this 
first year of his itinerant labours. In 1811he. was appoint 
to Fairfax, and in 1812 to the Great-Falls circuit... At the en- 
suing Conference in 1813 he located. The circumstances 
which demanded this painful sacrifice, were, after mature delib- 
eration, considered of paramount obligation. A widowed sister 
with five small children in indigent circumstances, and too in- 
firm in her health to superintend her own affairs, prefered claims 
to his attention, which he was not of a disposition-to resist; and 
he cheerfully returned to his plough. This measure could not 
have been dictated by any prospect of personal advantage, for 
none Could possibly grow out of it; and it was rendered impe= 
riously necessary by the state of his brother’s health, who; having 
been compelled by an afflicting indisposition to abandon his pr 
fessional avocation, was not in a situation to keep the charge of his 
sister’s family. He laboured during this year on a-farm with the 
most sedulous assiduity, and with a cheerfulness which evi- 
denced his firm conviction that he was in the line of duty: yet 
whatever was his secular occupation, it could be often seen, 
even by the motion of his lips, that he was preaching still. His 
sabbaths were always devoted to the work he had so.much at 
heart, and the country around him afforded sull a wide field of 
usefulness. Indeed he was so much esteemed and really loved 
by all sorts of people, that even those who made no. profession 
of religion, often pressed him to preach in their houses... He 
was naturally fond of children, and they would hang about him 
wherever he went with the most endearing fondness ;..while he 
would talk with them about religion and Jet himself down to 
them with such a sweet complacency, as evinced that the babe 
of Bethlehem was fully formed within him... __ - 
(To be concluded in the next.) | 
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Scripture [ilustrated. 


en cette 


ON THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 


By the Rev. Mr. Grimshaw. 


‘Tse miracles of our Saviour are, as ! think, intended to 
typify the truly gospel doctrine of the Faith of Assurance; de- 
nied, indeed, by the generality even of serious professors, though 
clearly, either expressly or implicitly, taught in almost every 
page in the New- Testament, as also in the Bsalms and Prophets. 

n many of them there is a lively representation not only of this 
truth, but of the whole work of conversion or regeneration.— 
Our Lord, I am persuaded, (think other men as they please,) 
did not only intend the many miraculous cures, that he wrought 
upon men’s hodies, to be the credentials of his Messiahship, But 
to be lively emblems also of the cures he works upon our souls. 
So that what we find in the one, the like corresponding there- 
with we shall discover in the other. 1 shall only instance in 
two miracles: that of the woman with the “issue of blood,” 
(Mark v. 25, &c.) and of the man sick of the palsy,” (Mark ii. 
3, &c.) designing to take little more notice of them than what 


‘concerns my present purpose. 


The woman “had spent all that she had, and was nothing 
better, but rather grew worse.” A lively representation this of 
an awakened sinner’s using all self-endeavours to obtatn pardon 
of his sins, and eternal lifeof God. ‘ When she heard of Jesus,” 
—a last shift! So sinners, or self-righteous men, never come to 
Jesus, neither will they hear of it, till they are brought to see 
that all their other means and attempts are ineffectual.——* Came 
behind him in the press saying, (within herself) if 1 may but 
touch his clothes (I have faith to believe) I shall be made 
wnole.’? So sinners, convinced that all their righteousness will 
not secure them from eternal death, hearing of Jesus, and con- 


‘ vinced that none but Jesus on/y can pardon and save them, by 


faith come and touch him.—‘ And having touched his garment, 
straightway (that very moment) the fountain of her blood was 
dried up.”” That very instant a sinner comes by faith and 


touches Jesus, he is pardoned; justification being an instanta- 
neous work.— And she felt in her body (mark the next words) 
that she was healed of her plague.’ She was sensible of a per- 
fect cure. Sinners, in like manner, touching Jesus by faith, who 
is the true physician of the soul, also clearly experience the heal- 
ing of their souls, tie pardon of their sins; sin being the soul’s 
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“dloody issue.’ What is true in orfe case, is equally and 
every way so in the other. 7 

In like manner, the paralytic was so helpless, as to be borne 
on a hed by four (an argument of his exceeding weakness) and 
not only so, but sensible of his incurable condition, and confident 
that Jesus alone, and no other, could and would cure him, he was 
resolved at all hazards, as appears from the circumstances of the 
story to be set before him. Another plain indication of .a con- 
vinced sinner’s faith, that he must either come to Jesus alone 
for mercy and forgiveness, or perish for ever. ‘‘ Jesus, seeing 
their faith, (O what a powerful thing is faith!) said, Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee ;”? and haehiok, *¢ Arise, and take up thy 
bed, and go thy way into thine house.”? Upon which words 
“he immediately arose, took up the bed, and went forth before 
them all.”” His cure was instantaneous and sensible. ‘ He im- 
mediately arose,’”? who could scarcely, it is probable, stir hand or 
foot before; and as a further proof of it, bore back the bed to 
his house, which had borne him to Christ. Moreover, he had 
hus sins forgiven him in express words. He had therefore the 
fullest assurance ef his cure and pardon. As certain, sudden, 
and spiritually sensible, is the remission of sins, the cure of the 
Sin-sick souls, who come by faith as this man did, to Jesus. 

I know it is as great a paradox, and counted as gross hlas- 
phemy by the /etter-learned wise men of this day. to hear men 
affirm that their sins are forgiven by that same Jesus who, they 
ought to consider, ‘hath still power on earth to forgive sins ;”” 
as it was to the Scribes in our Saviour’s days to hear him viva 
voce, pronounce the same then. But where is the absurdity 
or unreasonableness of it? It is not only equally as easy a mat- 
ter with our Saviour to pardon our souls, as to heal our bodies ; 
or as possible with him to manifest the one as tlre other to us ; 
but, methinks, the former is of infinitely greater consequence to 
be known than the latter; and that for the following most im- 
ponent reasons :—1st. Because it is impossible for a man to know 

imself to be a Christian, till he is assured that his sins are for- 
given him; forgiveness of sins being but another name for a 
Christian. And, 2dly, Because upon this knowledge of remis- 
sion indispensably depends the love of God, the praise of God, 
and the obedience and worship of God. This also we may clear- 
ly learn, from the miracles of our Lord, and particularly from this 
of the paralytic. When he was cured he arose, “‘ took up that 
whereon he fas and departed, glorifying God.’’ This glory that 
he gave to God proceeded from the clear sense that he had of this 
mercy- The want of this sense, which to him would have been 
the very ao as no cure at all, would have prevented all praise 
ofGod. The man was not only cured, but Anew he was cured ; 
and therefore it was not only that mercy, but the knowledge ot 
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that mercy, that caused him to glorify God. In like manner, 
*tis not remission of sins, but the knowledge of this remission, 
that not only discovers us to be Christians, but causes us to love, 
and praise, and serve our Lord Jesus. So far ought we there- 
fore to be from opposing this most necessary, gracious, and soul- 
solacing gospel truth, that we ought by all means to esteem It 
our chiefest wisdom, care, comfort, and happiness, on this side 
eternity, with all speed to secure ourselves of this witness, 
which, says St. John, “ He that believeth on the Son or Gop 
hath in himself.” 


TELS FS Coie ae 


The Attributes of God Displayed. 


SS 


ON THE ELEMENTS.—PALEY. 


‘¢ WuHen we come to the elements, we take leave of our me- 
chanics ; because we come to those things of the organization of 
which, if they be organized, we are confessedly ignorant. This 
ignorance is implied by the name. To say the truth, our inves- 
tigations are stopped long before we arrive at this point. But 
then it is for our comfort to find, that a knowledge of the con- 
stitution of the elements is not necessary for us. For instance, 
as Addison has well observed, ‘ We know water sufficiently, 
when we know how to boil, how to freeze, how to evaporate, 
how to make it fresh, how to make it run or spout out, in what 
quantity and direction we please, without knowing what water 
is.’ The observation of this excellent writer has more propri- 
ety init now, thanit had at the time it was made; for the con- 
stitution, and the constituent parts, of water, appear in some 
measure to have been lately discovered ; yet it does not, I think, 
appear, that we can make any better or greater use of water 
since the discovery, than we did before it. : 

‘¢ We can never think of the elements without reflecting upo 
the number of distinct uses which are consolidated in the same 


substance. The air supplies the lungs, supports fire, conveys 


sound, reflects light, diffuses smells, gives rain, wafts ships, bears 
up birds. Water, beside maintaining its own inhabitants, is 
the universal nourisher of plants, and through them of ter- 
restrial animals ; is the basis of their juices and fluids; dilates 
their food, quenches their thirst, floats their burthens. Fre 
warms, dissolves, enlightens ; is the great promoter of vegeta- 
tion and life, if not necessary to the support of both. 

‘¢ We might enlarge to almost any length we pleased, upon 
each of these uses; but it appears to me almost sufficient to 





ON THE ELEMENTS. - 293 


state them. The few remarks, which I judge it necessary to 
add, are as follow: 

oJ, Arm is essentially different from earth. There appears 
to be no necessity for an atmosphere’s investing our globe; yet 
it does invest it; and we see how many, how various, and how 
important are the purposes which it answers to every order of 
animated, not to say of organized beings, which are placed upon 
the terrestrial surface. | think that every one of these uses 
will be understood upon the first mention of them, except it be 
that of reflecting light, which may be explained thus :—If 1] had 
the power of seeing only by means of rays coming directly from 
the sun, whenever I turned my back upon the luminary I should 
find myself in darkness. If I had the power of seeing by re- 
flected light, yet by means only of light reflected from solid 
masses, these masses would shine indeed, and glisten, but it 
would be in the dark. The hemisphere, the sky, the world, 
could only be illuminated, as it is illuminated by the light of the 
sun being from all sides, and in every direction, reflected to the 
eye, by particles, as numerous, as thickly scattered, and as 
widely diffused, as those of the air. 

‘¢ Another general quality of the atmosphere is, the power of 
evaporating fluids. The adjustment of this quality to our use is 
seen in its action upon the sea. In the sea, water and salt are 
mixed together most intimately ; yet the atmosphere raises the 
water and leaves the salt. Pure and fresh as drops of rain de- 
scend, they are collected from brine. If evaporation be solu- 
tion, (which seems to be probable,) then the air dissolves the 
water and not the salt. Upon whatever it be fourded, the dis- 
tinction is critical ; so much so, that when we attempt to imitate 
the process by art, we must regulate our distillation with great 
care and nicety ; or, x sae with the water, we get the bitter- 
ness, or, at least, the distastefulness of the marine substance ; 
and, after all, it is owing to this original elective power in the 
air, that we can effect the separation which we wish, by any art 
or means whatever. 

‘¢ By evaporation water is carried up into the air; by the 
converse of evaporation it falls down upon the earth. “And how 
does it fall? Not by the clouds being all at once reconverted 
into water, and descending like a sheet; not in rushing down in 
columns from a spout; but in moderate drops, as from a cullen- 
der. Our watering pots are made to imitate showers of rain, 
yet, @ priori, 1 should have thought either of the two former 
methods more likely to have taken place than the last. 

“* By respiration, flame, putrefaction, air is rendered unfit for 
the support of animal life. By the constant operation of these 
corrupting principles, the whole atmosphere, if there were no 
restoring causes, would come at length to be deprived of its ne- 
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cesta degree of purity. Some of these causes seem to have 
been discovered ; and their eflicacy ascertained by experiment. 
And so far as the discovery has proceeded, it opens to us a 
beautiful and a wonderful economy. Vegetation proves to be 
one of them. A sprig of mint, corked up with a small portion 
of foul air placed in the light, renders it again capable of sup- 
porting life or flame. Here therefore is a constant circulation 
of benefits maintained between the two great provinces of or- 
ganized nature. The plant purifies what the animal had poi- 
soned; in return, the contaminated air is more than ordinarily 
nutritious to the plant. Agitation with water turns out to be an- 
other of these restoratives. The foulest air, shaken ina bottle 
with water for a sufficient length of time, recovers a great de- 
gree of its purity. Here then again, allowing for the scale 
upon which nature works, we see the salutary effects of, storms 
and tempests. The yesty waves, which confound the heaven 
and the sea, are doing the very thing which was done in the bot- 
tle. Nothing can be of greater importance to the living crea- 
tion, than the salubrity of their atmosphere. It ought to recon- 
cile us therefore to these agitations of the elements, of which we 
sometimes deplore the consequences, to know, that they tend 
powerfully to restore to the air that purity, which so many 
causes are constantly impairing. 

(To be concluded in the next.) 


REMARKS ON THE GIANT’S CAUSEWAY, IN IRELAND. 


From the Armenian Magazine. 


‘ As much is seen, as man a God can see, 
In these astonishing exploits of power. 
What order, beauty, motion, distance, size ! 
Concertion of design, how exquisite ! 
How complicate in their Divine police ! 
Apt means! great ends! consent to general good!” 


Tuar which is denominated the “Giant’s Causeway,”’ is situ- 
ate at the northern extremity of the island. It consists of about 


‘ thirty thousand natural pillars, mostly in a perpendicular situa- 


tion. At low water the Causeway is about six hundred feet long, 
and probably runs into the sea, as something similar is observed 
on the opposite coast of Scotland. It is not known whether the 

illars are continued under ground, like a quarry. They are 
of different dimensions, being from 15 to 20 inches in diameter, 
and from 15 to 36 feet in height; their figure is generally pen- 
tagonal or hexagonal. Several have been found with seven, and 
a few with three, four, and eight sides, of irregular sizes. Every 
pillar consists, as it were, of joints or pieces, which are not 
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united by flat surfaces; for, on being forced off, one of them is 
concave in the middle, and the other convex ; many of these 
joints lie loose upon the strand. The stone is a kind of besaltas, 
ofa close grit, and of a dusky hue; it is very heavy, each joint 
generally weighing two hundred anda half. It clinks like iron, 
melis in a furge, breaks sharp, and by reason of its extreme 
hardness, blunts the edge of tools, and by that means is rendered 
incapable of being used in building. The pillars stand very close 
to each other, and though the number of their sides differs, yet 
their contextures are so nicely adapted as to leave no vacuity 
between them ; and every pillar retains its own thickness, angles, 
and sides, from top to bottom. These kind of columns is con- 
tinued, with interruptions, for nearly two miles along the shore. 
By its magnitude and unusual appearance, it forms altogether an 
object of great rarity, and is mostly visited by all strangers who 
have any curiosity. This amazing and stupendous production of 
nature is of a very uncommon kind; we know of few, if any, 
similar to it. 

Rerirection.—Every thing proves the existence of the one 
great, true, and living God. His mighty arm launched forth 
those prodigious masses of matter which we observe in the uni- 
verse, and gave them their formand use. His wisdom arranged 
them, and causes them to answer their respective ends; _ his 
goodness appoints the ends to be numerous and promotive of 
human felicity. To the works of God around us let us never 
be inatteniive ; from the almost imperceptible atom floating in 
the air, through all the various gradations of bulk and size, 2 
God is to be seen; and where thus beheld, he ought to be ador- 


ed and served! 


———==n {on 
The Grace of God Manifested. 


—_—_—-—-—— 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


A SHORT ACCOUNT OF WILLIAM COLE. 


Tue subject of the following narative was born in the town of 
Sligo, Ireland, of Methodist parents, on the first day of March, 
in the year of our Lord, 1797 ; and was brought over to Ameri- 
ca in the year 1800. From his childhood he appeared to have 
serious impressions on his mind, and would sometimes ask ques- 
tions respecting God and heaven which appeared very extraor- 
dinary for a child of his age. 

When he became old enough to be sent to school, he was 
placed under the care of Mr. Thompson, who had the care o: 
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the academy in Newburgh; where he made such proficiency in 
learning, as |to acquire a sufficient education for the business 
that it was intended he should follow, before he became old 
enough to commence the business : he was therefore taken from 
school and brought home to his parents, where he endeavoured 
to improve what he had learned, by close study. But he pr 
sessed an aspiring mind that reached beyond what he had al- 
ready attained ; he therefore set about collecting books of eve- 
ry description which he was capable of reading. These he 
studied with unwearied diligence ; and such was his eagerness 
for knowledge that he would sit up nearly whole nights in read- 
ing ; and throughout the day he employed every leisure moment 
in the same exercise, generally carrying a book with him where- 
ever he went; and it often appeared that the delight he. derived 
from reading was so great that it enabled him to go through his 
business with greater ease. : 

He had acquired such a fund of knowledge that he was able to 
converse on most subjects in a very pleasing manner, without 
any of that pride and affectation which we find so disgusting in 
many persons. He possessed a fine person, and pleasing man- 
ners ; and shewed such affability to all with whom he had any 
intercourse, that he was almost universally beloved and respect- 
ed by those who were acquainted with him. 

Until about five or six months previous to his death, he regu- 
larly attended on religious meetings, but about that time he had 
frequently attended the preaching of a Covenanter, where he 
heard the doctrine of predestination proclaimed without any 
disguise ; and after this he seemed to lose all desire for public 
worship, and for religion itself. We could hardly persuade him 
to go out on the sabbath day to hear the word of God ; and when 
we wouldask him what his motives were for absenting himself 
from church, his reply was, “* that he could do nothing but what 
was foreordained for him to do,”? and then he would retire to 
his room, and spend the Lord’s day in reading books which had 
the most pernicious tendency. 

He now gave himself up to keeping company, and carried 
this to such excess that our family felt very much alarmed for 


. the consequences that must ensue; and although he would not 
taste any spiritous liquors, yet we felt very uneasy lest he should 


contract such habits as would prove his present and everlasting 
ruin. He seemed to labour under such an infatuation that he 
would generally stay out from two to four nights in the week, 
and that until morning ; and when we would remonstrate, and la- 
bour to convince him of the destruction that he was bringing 
on both his body and soul, his reply was “ that if he was one of 
the elect, he should be saved at all events, and that if he was 
a reprobate he could do nothing to procure his election.” 
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It was now observed by his sisters, when they went into his 
room, that he had every day the Bible, Fletcher’s Appeal to 
Matter of Fact, Bishop Watson’s Apology for the Bible, Tom 
Paine’s Age of Reason, and the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, lying on his bed; but he did not make any observations 
about the deistical impressions that had been made upon his 
mind; but he became very gloomy in the house, and would sel- 
dom converse with any of us. On the last Sunday but one be- 
fore his illness, he went to the Methodist church tohear a funeral 
sermon preached by the Rev. Samuel Fowler, occasioned by the 
death of a young child. Whether the sermon had made any im- 
pression upon his mind or not, we could not tell; but he became 
unusually cheerful in the house, which led us to hope that he 
was about to reform his conduct, and to employ his fine talents 
to a better purpose than he had done for some time past, and 
that he would yet become a shining ornament tothe church of 
God. 

But he who holdeth the issues of life and death in his hand 
saw it best that his race should be short, and that he should soon 
finish his course on earth. On the sixth of April he appeared 
to be unwell, but made no complaint. In the evening he came 
to his tea as usual. His father then observed to him that he 
thought he looked to he very unwell, and advised him to get bled, 
and take some medicine. He replied that he felt as well-as 
usual. He sat up with the family until bed time ; but when he 
attempted to go up stairs to his room, he appeared unable to as- 
cend; but with some difficulty made out to get to his bed. We 
again advised him to get bled; but he said he had no occasion 
for bleeding, as he did not feel upwell. About twelve o’clock 
he came into my room and desired me to get up and bleed him, 
and observed unless he got immediate ease he could not live till 
morning. I got ap immediately and raised one of my sisters 
who slept in an adjoining room, and without alarming any more 
ef the family 1 opened a vein in his arm, which bled nearly a 
tea cup full, and then suddenly stopped. A second and third 
attempt proved unsuccessful; but on making a large incision, 
about the same quantity of blood was obtained as at first. 

After bleeding he fainted, and we put him in bed.. On my 
leaving his room my sister came running to me and desired that 
I would go for a physician, as William was spitting blood. I 
went th, examined. his pulse; but it appeared to ‘me that all 
pulsation had stopped, and | expected he would die immedi- 
ately. On his hearing my sister tell me to go for the doctor, 
he told me I need not trouble myself, as death had taken hold 
of him, and the doctor could not help him. I went, however, 
for doctor Miller, and brought him without delay. He immedi- 
atery | aman medicine which operated, and we began te 
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entertain hopes that he might yet get over his illness. Alas! 
our hopes were vain! I now advised him to pray earnestly to 
God to prepare him for death, and then, let the issue be what it 
would, all would be well—he would be fit to live, and fit to die. 
I thought I could see him raise his eyes to heaven as if praying ; 
but he did not make use of any outward expression that would 
be sufficient proof of it. For four days we endeavoured to 
prevail on him to seek the Lord, and to ask for redemption in 
the blood of Jesus, the forgiveness of his sins; but he appear- 
ed unwilling tocome to this. On the fifth day the doctor thought 
that his disorder was about taking a favourable turn, and watch- 
ed with him until two o’clock at night, and desired me to watch 
until morning, and to pay the utmost attention to the state of 
his pulse, and that if any alteration should take place, | would 
immediately raise him. He said that he had now got the disor- 
der under the medicine, and if he could keep it so for some 
time longer, he had hopes that William would yet recover.— 
But about five o’clock in the morning his symptoms became so 
alarming, ] had to raise the doctor out of bed. All our hopes 
were at once cut off, and death seemed now to approach in a 
most dreadful manner. His lips changed from red to black, and 
his eyes sunk in their sockets witha ghastly appearance. I took 
the doctor aside, and asked him if he had any hopes? he said 
no. I asked him how long he thought he might live? he said 
he could not tell; but it was his opinion he would not live forty- 
eight hours. I then went to my brother and told him the doctor 
considered him dangerously ill. He said he knew that. fF then 
entreated him to lose no time ; but immediately to call upon God 
for mercy, and to cast himself on the mercy of God through Je- 
sus Christ, that he might obtain the oe of his sins, and be 
prepared for heaven. I was then called out of the room, and 
one of his sisters went to him, and with tears advised him to call 
upon God for mercy. He told her he was not afraid to die.— 
On my return to him, I begged of him to cast himself upon the 
mercy of God through the merits of Jesus Christ, and to make 
a covenant with God that if he would spare his life he would 
spend his days in his service. ‘ O Joseph,” said he, “I ama 
self-murderer: | have brought on my death prematurely by my 
imprudent conduct.”? 1 told him I thought that strictly speaking 
he could not charge himself with that crime, as he had not in- 
tended to bring on his death by his conduct; but let his sins be 
ever so great, the blood of Christ would wash their stains away. 
‘© Joseph,” said he, again, ** | have been a confirmed deist.”” 
I strove to encourage him to look to God, and all his sins would 


be forgiven him. 


(To be concluded in the next.) 
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WESLEYAN: SEMINARK. = 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 
Dear BretTHREN, | , 


Tue genuine friends of religion and science will hear, with 
gratitude to God, that our infant Institution in the City of New- 
York. the Wesleyan Seminary, promises abundant succéss. I 
had the pleasure of witnessing yesterday and the day previous, 
the first examination of the Scholars, since its formation: and 
though from the acknowledged ability of the Teachers, | had 
anticipated much, I mustsincerely confess, that what Isaw and 
heard exceeded my most sanguine expectations. | 

The Seminary is divided into two departments, a Male and 
Female, each at present containing nearly an equal number of 
pupils. The whole number of Scholars may be about one hun- 
dred and sixty. Br. N. Morris, by the appointment of the 
New-York Annual Conference, and as provided by the consti- 
tution of the Seminary, is the Principal, and with the assistance 
of two Teachers otusindts the Male department. The Females 
have the superintendence and instruction of Mrs. C. M. Thay- 
er, who is likewise aided in her task by an assistant. The 
general routine of study comprises the ordinary branches of a 
useful and polite education. The lower classes ‘are’ taught, 
Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, &c. the higher are instructed 
in Mathematics, Geography, English Grammar, and the Greek 
and Latin Classics. Upon each of these subjects the result of 
the late examination, reflected no less merit on the diligence 
and assiduity of the pupils, than approbation on the exertions 
and ability of the Teachers. 

At the close of the exercises of each department recitations 
of select pieces of poetry or prose were made: But these were 
judiciously confined to a very few specimens. While’on this 
subject we cannot pass by, without the tribute of a solitary no- 
tice, the elegance and propriety, with which the Pastoral dia- 
logue (an extract from Miss H. Moore) was pronounced by seme 
young ladies of the higher classes.—In order to encourage in- 
dustry, and excite a laudable emulation, premiums of books, &c. 
were bestowed upon the most deserving. 

It is now only six months since the Seminary was opened. 
Its progress during that time has been rapid, indeed almost un- 
exampled. And when we view the difficulties which it was 

necessary to overcome in its formation, and. the impeded, and 
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often unavailing exertions of its advocates, to effect its first es- 
tablishment in contrast with the present prosperous state of the 
Institution ; who will not acknowledge the interference of a gra- 
cious Providence? I cannot, for my own part resist the convic- 
tion, that the Institution has the smiles and the protection of 
Heaven. The pleasing prospect which it affords ‘of present and 
future benefit to this section of our Church, is fully calculated to 
invite redoubled effort :—and while its immediate friends and 
superintendents freely sacrifice their time and talents, to ad- 
vance its interests, it is sincerely to be hoped, that a generous 
and enlightened public, will not withhold that pecuniary aid 
which all such Seminaries as this necessarily require, for their 
estabiishment and support. 

It is my most ardent wish, that the Institution’ may ever be 
the nursery of religion and useful knowledge ; and that it may 
present to the church of God, and in the sight of the world, 
“ our sons as plants growr: up in their youth, and our daughters 
as corner-stones polished after the similitude of a palace.” 

J am, dear brethren, yours, &c. 
Joun M. Situ. 


New-York, July 22, 1819. 


p_——__ 
ANECDOTES. 


“Titus, the Roman Emperor, throughout the course of his 
whole life, called himself to an account every night for the ac- 
tions of the past day; and, as often as he found he had slipped 
any one day without doing good, he entered upen his Diary 
this memorial “‘ Perdidi diem ;” J] have lost a day. Thus may 
every man say, who suffers a day to pass without doing some- 
thing for God, for his soul, or for his fellow creatures.” 


SS 


“ An Italian Philosopher”? says Dr. Johnson, “ expressed in 
his motto, that time was his estate ; an estate, indeed, which will 
woduce nothing without cultivation, but will always abundant- 
i repay the labours of industry, and satisfy the most extensive 
esires, if no part of it be suffered to be wasted by negligence, 
to be overrun with noxious plants, or laid out for shew, rather 


than for use.”’ 
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Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 
. ed , 


ADPRESS OF THE MISSIONARY AND BIBLE SOCIETY, OF THE, METHO- 
DIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN. AMERICA. 


Art atime when the Christian world is alive to every senti- 
ment of humanity, and awake to the temporal and spiritual wants 
of men, every effort directed to the accomplishment of the. grand 
climax of human felicity, will, by the philanthropic mind, be 
viewed with pleasure and delight. 


It is the peculiar office of Christianity to inspire in the breasts 
of its votaries an ardent desire for the happiness of man. .Ex- 

nding the soul with the purest benevolence, wherever its in- 
Reseies is felt, it expels that selfishness which is fed and strength- 
ened by avarice. And this divine. principle, occupying the 
heart, prompts its possessor to the selection of the most suita- 
able means to accomplish the object of his desire. Ever ac- 
tive, and directing his activity to exalt the glory of God, and to 
effect the present and future happiness of man, whenever suita- 
ble means are presented, they are applied with assiduity, and 
with certain hope of success. : 

Such, we trust, are the objects of the patrons of this Society. 
Beholding with pleasure the extensive diffusion of scriptural 
knowledge, through the medium of Missionary, Bible, and Tract 
Societies ; and believing that more efficient means.to extend the 
Redeemer’s kingdom were within their power, the members of 
the Missionary and Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America, have agreed to unite their strength for the 
purpose of contributing their mite towards sending the, messen- 
gers of peace to gather in the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

In presenting their institution to their brethren, and to the 
Christian public, they deem it expedient to explain, in a few 
words, their ultimate design :—it is, as expressed in ‘the first ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, ‘‘ To enabie the several'annual Con- 
ferences more effectually to extend their missionary labours 
throughout the United States, and elsewhere ; to afford a:cheap 
supply of Bibles‘and Testaments to those who may have : the 
means of purchasing, and to supply the destitute gratis.” 

The primary intention, therefore, of this institution, is an ez- 
tended operation of the great missionary system, the success of 
which has been witnessed among us for so many years; and the 
Bible is only so far associated with it, as to be made subservient 
to the main design. That this ought to be the leading design 
of every association, which has for its final object the diffusion 
of Christianity, will appear evident to those who consider, that 
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it has been the invariable method of God to bring mankind to 
the knowledge of the truth by means of a living ministry. The 
Bible is the infallible judge, to which the living messenger ap- 
als for the correctness of his message ; but it is the word of 
truth, addressed by the ambassador of Christ to the understand- 
ings and consciences of men, that generally. lays open the na- 
kedness of the human heart, aad brings the guilty sinner to Je- 
sus Christ. Send, therefore the living messenger of God, with 
the Bible in his hands, and let that finally decide the controversy 
between the sinner and the truths delivered. This method, we 
believe, will be the most effectual to convey the glad tidings of 
salvation to those who are perishing for lack of knowledge. 
hioreover, as it is the design of this Society to extend itself, 
if possible, by means of auxiliary societies, throughout the Uni- 
ted States, and to engage especially the co-operation of,all the 
annual Conferences, provision is made in the Constitution for 
the formation of auxiliary secieties, and a Circular addressed. to 
them on the subject: and as none are so competent to take an 
impartial and comprehensive view of the various parts of our 
extensive continent as the general Conference, in which is con- 
centrated the episcopal authority, and the general oversight of 
the whole Church; and as it would, in our opinion, very much 
facilitate the operations, and greatly contribute to accomplish 
the benevolent objects of the Society, to unite in some measure 
its counsels and operations with the Book agency: we haye pro- 
vided for the attainment of these objects, by ceding to the gen- 
eral Conference a power of inserting such articles for these pur- 
poses as they may judge proper, as well as for the equitable 
apportionment of the funds of the Society among the several 
annual Conferences. . As our ultimate object is the general good 
of mankind, by the extensive diffusion of experimental and 
practical godliness, we are principally solicitous to raise an ad- 
equate supply for such men of God as may volunteer their ser- 
vices in the cause of Christ, leaving to the episcopacy the se- 
lection of the men, as well as the place of their destination. — 
We take the liberty of observing, however, that our views are 
not restricted to our own nation or colour ; we hope the abori- 
ines of our country, the Spaniards of South America, the 
French of Louisiana and Canada, and every other people who 
are destitute of the invaluable blessings of the Gospel, as far as. 
our means may admit, will be comprehended in the field of the 
labours of our zealous missionaries. ‘To accomplgsh so great and. 
so glorious an object, time, union, liberality, patience, and'per- 
severance, are all necessary. And we hope to exhibit, in our 
future exertions, evidence of our zeal in providing pecuniary 
aid to the extent of our power, and in our fervent prayers and 
earnest wishes for the success of our institution. 





ADDRESS ‘OF THE MISSIONARY AND BIBLE socreTy. 303 


With an object of such magnitude and importance before us, 
we think we. cannot appeal in vain to the liberality of our breth- 
ren-and friends for their hearty co-operation. 

When we review our ministry from the commencement of our 
existence as a separate communion, and mark its successful 
progress, we-are Constrained to say, What hath God wrought ? 

Contending with numerous impediments, they have persever- 
ed with great success in extending the triumphs of the cross 
among mankind. We ourselves are, we humbly trust, the tro- 
phies of this ministry. By the blessing of God upon their la- 
bours, it was this‘ same ministry, crossing the “* watery world’? 
in the character of missionaries, that gave the first impetus’ to. 
that mighty exertion in the Christian cause, by which the pre- 
gent generation in this western world is distinguished. And. 
shall we be wanting in our efforts to send this “ Gospel of the 
kingdom’? to our fellow-men, millions of whom are yet dwelling 
in darkness, and in the shadow of death ? ait 

Arise, brethren, in the majesty of vour strength: in the name” 
of Immanuel, God with us, go forward : concentrate your force 
in this Society ; and, by a united exertion, help. to people the 
regions of perennial happiness, by contributing to send the 
word of life ‘to the destitute inhabitants of our fallen world.— 
What heart can remain unmoved, what hand unemployed, when 
called to action ina cause so important, so interesting, so sa- 
cred! Let but the friends of Zion give half as much for the su 
port of missionaries, and for the distribution of the wordof life, 
as the intemperate do to gratify and pamper their appetites, and 
there shall be no lack. 

Although the Constitution which accompanies this address, 
requires the payment of two dollars annually to constitute a 
member, and the payment of twenty dollars at one time to 
constitute a member for life, yet this does not exclude donations, 
to any amount, great or small. Remember, the mite of the 
poor widow was not only accepted, but her liberality was highly 
applauded by her Lord, because she put in all her living. * it 
is accepted according to what a man-hath, and not according to 
what he hath not.”” And if every one will become a cheerful 
giver, “ according to the ability which God giveth,” we shalt 
soon witness the rising glory of the Church; * the solitary pla- 
ces shall be glad for them’”—the messengers of-Zion—* and the 
wilderness shall blossom as the rose ” the pagan nations, 
which inhabit the wilds of America, and the desolate inhabitants 
of our new States and Territories, shall hail the ‘effects of your 
bounty ;—nations. unborn shall rise up and call you blessed.— 
Let, then, all hearts be warm, and all hands active. until the 
‘* ends ef the earth see the salvation ef our God.” 
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ACCOUNT OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF GOD 
IN THE WESTERN COUNTRY. 


Introductory remarks to Short Sketches of Revivals of Religion, 
among the Methodists in the Western Country. — 


(Continued from page 274.) 
No. IV. 


In the following year, (1802) notwithstanding the persecu- 
tions, the revival appeared in the union formed by the Presby- 
terian and Methodist churches, to withstand every assault. The 

reachers in general who were engaged in the work, and par- 
ticularly the Methodist preachers, appeared to be filled with the 
Spirit. Their preaching was in the demonstration of the Spirit, 
and accompanied with uncommon power. 

Two ministers of the Methodist connexion, one of the travel- 
ling, the other of the local order, (John Alexander Granade, and 
Caleb Jarvis Taylor, both of whom have since fallen asleep in 
the blessed Jesus), contributed largely to this revival by their 

oetical talents. ‘Their hymns and spiritual songs breathe the 
spirit of the times. These excellent songs were written in the 
midst of the holy flame, in the height of the revival. They 
were suitable to the times, and descriptive of the work. It was 
not only at the meetings that they were sung ; but making so 
deep an impression upon the minds of the people at this period, 
they were soon learned by thousands ; who made the shops, the 
flelds, the woods, the Alls and the vales to echo with the melody 
of their voices. In the revival in general the Methodist hymns 
were mostly used. Their hymn books, at this time, were quite 
scarce. They were generally termed “ Westey’s Hymns,” 
(though a collection) by way of distinction. When one got a 
hymn book, it has been remarked, that it would be cut up, and 
divided out in sheets to those engaged in the spirit of singing. 
Having memorized many hymns and songs, when one was start- 
ed at their meetings, hundreds would unite, and being divided 


- into many companies, when singing would be going on, the 
y 


sound of their voices “ was heard afar off.” It was truly solemn 
and awful, yet melodious: Under singing the greatest power 
appeared generally to be displayed. Its charms disarmed and 
then melted into tenderness the hard hearts of sinners. Even 
the persecuting and heaven-daring sinner, would sometimes have 
his attention caught by it, and be suddenly melted into tears ; 
and at other times, seized with a sudden trembling, they would 
fall to the ground. In the course of this year there were great 
displays of divine power. ‘On the first of March,” (1802) 
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one writes,— Some things ‘have’ lately ‘taken place, which I 
think more extraordinary than any I have seen or heard since 
the apostolic age. ‘Thecase of R, M. was ‘truly miraculous. I 
suppose you have heard of it.”? Another writes and describes 
itthus: “ Last Saturday exceeded, by far, any thing I ever saw 
before. R. M. was’struck (the usual ’term'then used for being 
under powerful or pungent convictions) the Thursday after you 
left this. She neither eat nor spoke for nine days and nights.— 
{ was there when she arose and spoke. Her countenance was, 
as it were, refined. She told me that she was free from the 
world all that time. ‘She says the work willincrease.” ‘“ ‘That 
the power”? (says one on this subject,) ‘was supernatural by 
which such multitudes were struck down, requires no arguments 
to prove ; and had they never risen again, there might have been: 
some reason for charging it to an evil power: but who has 
power to kill and make alive again? Could any one with the ra- 
tionality of a man suppose that any thing short of the power of 
God, could suspend the functions of animal life, for an hour, a 
day, or a week ; and again restore them with an additional bright-. - 
ness? Is nature wont to assume such apparent changes, as for 
tens, and _ fifties, moved atthe same time by the same instinet, 
to forget the use of every limb, and fall prostrate, no matter 
where, and yawn, and gasp, and apparently expire in cold 
sweat? It belongs not to nature to exempt her sons from wounds 
and bruises, and broken limbs, and aching heads in cases of 
such repeated and dangerous falls as were common at this time.” 
The exhortations delivered upon those occasions by all ranks 
and colors ; and especially by small children, were’ evidently of 
a divine power. Such exhortations and addresses were not un- 
frequently heard from such as were unlearned, and also of the 
most bashful and unpopular cast of mind. Such little ones of 
eight or ten years of age, raised upon the shoulders, or held up 
in the arms of some one, in the midst of vast multitudes, would 
speak in a manner so marvellous and astonishing, that persons 
of the most rugged passions would dissolve into tears! Deep in- 
deed were the effects of truth falling from the lips, and in the 
simple language of a child! : 

To see a bold and courageous Kentuckian (undaunted by the 
the horrors of war) turn pale and tremble at the reproof of a 
weak woman, a little boy, or a poor African ; to see him sink 
down in deep remorse, roll and toss, and gnashehis teeth, till 
black in the face, entreat the prayers of those he came to devour; 
and through their fervent intercessions and kind instructions, 
obtain deliverance, and return ia the possession of a meék and 
gentle spirit, which he set out to oppose ;—who would say the 
change was not supernatural? Nor could the man once deliy- 
ered from the legion, go home with greater joy, to tell his 

Vou. Uf. 39 
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friends what great things Jesus had done for him, than many 
returned from these encamping grounds, to announce to their 
former companions, their happy change. 


No. V. 


We have proceeded thus far in our brief manner of narrating 
the progress of the work, at the time the union between the Me- 
thodist and Presbyterian churches continued. The prejudices 
of the latter against the former had very. generally fallen, as 
they had been their stay and support through the revival. At 
this juncture the work had become pretty general in both church- 
es, and their respective members much engaged in it; con- 
sequently it became somewhat difficult to distinsuish, at most 
meetings, the members of one denomination from those of the 
ather.. Indeed, about this time, the odium with which the 
Methodists are branded for their zeal in religion, was mutually 
borne by each denomination. And J find for years afterwards, 
that from this circumstance a favourite Biographer of another 
persuasion (Mr. Benedict) has been uncharitable enough to 
throw out severe reproaches on both the Presbyterians and 
Methodists for the wild exercises of a few individuals, who were 
led off under the heretical principles first ‘ disclosed’ in his 
ewn church; and attempts to palm the consequences resulting 
therefrom upon the zeal of these two denominations. This 
subject will be noticed in our next number. 

Krom the circumstances already stated, we have been com- 
pelled to connect, in some degree, the two churches in 
question, as we have advanced in the sketches of the times: 
we shall attempt in this, and our next number, to point out the 
causes which led to the disunion of the two churches, as to gen- 
eral meetings.—The rise and organization of the Seperatist (or 
New-Light) Societies—The source from whence the Arian 
and Socinian doctrines sprang up in Kentucky—which were so 
speedily and unfortunately imbibed by these penpler-and the 
consequences flowing from their immediate promulgation. We 
will then take our leave of other religious persuasions, most de- 
voutly praying Almighty God to bless his general church, of 
every name, and of every nation. 

In the latter part of the year 1802, and in the year 1803, the 
hearts, perhaps, of the greater number of the professors of reli- 
gion of the different denominations, in consequence of the great 
out-pouring of the spirit, in the Western Country, had become 
much enlarged towards each other. The spirit of the Lord had 
so softened their hearts that they began to feel like being all of 
‘‘one spirit and of one mind.” A yeneral communion of all 
Christians was now very generally spoken of. ‘The Presbyte- 
rians and Methodists had hitherto communed together. at all 
their sacramental meetings. Jt was now very generally thought 
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that the other sects would follow their example. A number 
of each persuasion: were much in favour of it. ‘Some of the 
principal preachers of the Baptist order ‘now took the alarm ; as 
also did those of the Seceder order, and opposed it with great 
violence. In consequence of this spirit of opposition, a very sin 
gular publication made its appearance éarly in 1803, (correétly 
attributed to Caleb Jarvis Taylor) entitled “ News from the In- 
fernal Regions.” In this work the Author with great ingenuity 
represents a Presbyterian devil, a Methodist devil, and 4 Baptist, 
devil in conclave; or a Confererice of infernal ‘spirits ap: 

pointed to superintend these denominations, to” devise a” plan 

for their destruction. He represents them also, as in council, 

plotting the overthrow of this general communion.His désign 
was to expose the Hydra head of bigotry. > vem oa 

A division in sentiment had at this time taken place among the 
subjects of the work in the Presbyterian church; and their situ- 
ation, previously to their separation, appears to be briefly des-. 
cribed by one formerly of that persuasion as follows—* It is an 
old proverb that two cannot walk together, unless they can be 
agreed.” For nearly three years the subjects and promoters of. 
the revival, continued their outward church membership, with 
those whose constant labour it was to oppose and suppress it. 
This was a painful situation to both parties. For the subject of 
the work to be chained down in silence, forbidden to pray, exhort, 
or tomake any noisc or uproar, in time of meeting, however clear- 
ly he saw the danger of the wicked, or felt his soul overflowing 
with the love and goodness of God. And no less painful did it 
feel to the expound, and those who contented themselves with 
his learned and ingenious labours, to be interrupted by a sudden 
shout, and-put to silence by the din which commonly followed ; 
and worst of all to hear that system, by which hé had’ all his 
wealth in this world, and the hope of a favourite interest in’a 
better, set at nought by the general proclamation— Whosoever 
will, let him come and take of the water of life freely.” 

It was now obvious that the subjects of the work, very gen- 
erally, had embraced the doctrine of grace as held by the 
Methodists ; and the Presbyterian ministers engaged in it, ap- 
peared also, at first, to receive it inlike manner. A division now 
took place in 1803, and many followed the new order, under a 
persuasion that they still maintained the same doctrines :. They 
soon began, however, to form plans for the future regulation of 
their adherents, as we shall have occasion to mention in our 
next number. A separation had already taken’ place in the 
Tower part of Kentucky, and in Tennessee, amongst those who 
were the first subjects of the work theré ; for they had discarded 
the old order of things, and had generally rejected the doctrine 
of unconditional election and reprobation, usually denominated 
Calomism (which should more properly be styled fatalism) 
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and remained obstinate, notwithstanding some zealous mission- 
aries were sent among them to reciaim them. I recollect to have 
seen a pamphlet containing the report of one.of these mission- 
aries, in which he declares “ that they were nearly all (of his per- 
suasion) in this part of the country tainted with Armenanism.” 
And it is somewhat remarkable that this same minister.is now 
discarded by his own congregations, principally, 1 understand, 
onthe ground of his being a Calomist. The truth will prevail. 
The body. of Christians in question were finally firmed into a 
church, independent of the old order, under the name of the 
% Cumberland Presbyterians,’ in 1810. Of these we hear a 
good account; see an historical account of them in the last 
American Edition of Buck’s Theological Dictionary. 
THEOPHILUS ARMENIUS, 


‘To be continued. } ’ 


ee 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN OHIO DISTRICT. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. J. B. Finley, to the Editors, 
| dated Mount-Pleasant, June 30, 1819. 


Dear Breturen, 


Pernars the following information will be pleasing to some 
of your readers. 

In the Ohio district, the Lord has manifested his goodness 
in the awakening and conversion of many precious souls; es- 
pecially in the north-eastern part of it. In Mahonan circuit 


‘about two hundred have been added. This work commen- 


ced at a camp-meeting held in July last, in the town of 
Deerfield. Though at the time there was not such appearance 
of good as I have seen at other meetings of the same kind, yet 
it was like bread cast upon the waters. Throughout the whole 
of the meeting it was solemn, and the congregation serious and 
attentive ; but on the holy sabbath it was uncommonly serious, 
and the ministers seemed to speak as the oracles of God, and 
with the demonstration of the Spirit. , 
Shortly after the meeting broke up, the work began in prayer 
meetings ; and in the course of three months the society increas- 
ed from sixteen to one hundred. After our annual conference 
I visited that place, and some of the neighbouring towns, and 
was astonished to see what the Lord had done. The work 
spread like fire in stubble. At every meeting success was on 


‘Israel’s side. Ata two days meeting, held in brother J.’ M.'s 


barn, the work was so general and powerful that there was not 
ne to oppose ; and it has progressed with incredsing influence. 
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I attended a quarterly. meeting .in the same place on: the 29th 
and 30th of May, and. it. was said by some. that-eight hundred, 
but J suppose five hundred, were in love-feast. Here the saints 
lifted up their voices in praise, and the new-born souls shouted 
for joy... I shall never forget the close of this love-feast.. Our 
souls mingled together as water, in the bands of peace and char- 
ity. Old brother Bostwick, an old presiding elder; seemed to 
be like Moses on Pisgah, and spake as on the margin of his in- 
heritance. It was heaven on earth. . nae 

On the 4th of June camp-meeting for Erie circuit commen- 
ced at Lexington. It seemed as though we came together in 
the spirit, and the work began immediately. .A divine influence 
appeared to kindle from heart to heart, and by the evening our 
harps were tuned, and all seemed to vie with each other in 
giving glory, honour, and dominion to the Saviour. On the 
Sabbath the arrows of the Lord flew thick, and many were 
wounded to the heart. This evening was appointed for a gen- 
eral prayer meeting. After our ring was formed, many came 
forward to be prayed for ; and very many stood and wept, while 
mourners were comforted. Amongst those was a native of 
France. This poor old soldier of Napoleon had wandered to 
this forest, without the knowledge of God; and though neither 
the roaring of cannon, nor all the implements of death, were able 
to make him tremble, yet when he came to hear the terrors of 
the Lord, his knees smote together like Belshazzar’s, and. he 
fell in the battle of the Lord; and after calling for quarters, 
the Lord spoke peace to his soul. He arose from the ground 
- in divine extasy ; his countenance beamed with lowe i grati- 
tude, and he cried out, “ Glory, glory be to Jesus. I have eat 
bread in three kingdoms; but this morning in the fourth. I 
have fought under de Emperor Bonaparte, but now I fight un- 
der de Eidperor Jesus.”? O the power of divine love! ‘This 
conversion was so Clear and powerful, that infidelity itself was 
confounded. Iam sure great good was done here. Our field 
of labour has been so enlarged on this circuit, that the stewards, 
with the preachers, have thought it was best to divide it. O 
my dear ansiowy here the Lord has opened an _ effectual door 
to preach his word. : 

On the 10th of June we commenced our camp-meeting on the 
Lake circuit, at North East, fourteen miles below the town of 
Krie. In these parts a camp-meeting had never been held before, 
in consequence of which many were excited to come and 
see. The Lord was with us here: many were awakened, and 
many converted. Sabbath was the great and last day of the 
feast--While one addressed the congregation on the subject of 
the judgment, there was scarcely an inattentive soul on the 
ground, and the whole congregation seemed to be melted into 
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tears. This evening was devoted to prayer-meeting. Soon after 
our ring was formed, and we had began our humble addresses to 
the throne of grace, the Holy Spirit came upon us; and those 
on the outside of the ring, as well as those within, felt awful 
shocks of divine power. The voice of joy and praise was soon 
mingled with the cry of penitence. Many were slain and made 
alive by the power of God! This work continued’all night ; and 
we had reason to believe, many who came blind, went from 
this meeting seeing ; and giving glory to God. In this circuit, 
which was Laniorly a part of Chetauqua, there has been a good 
work, and many have been added to the Lord. 

From this encampment I passed to Chetauqua, and commen- 
ced camp-meeting on the waters of the Alleghany, June 19.— 
At the commenceinent I was somewhat discouraged ; but, bless- 
ed be God who always hears prayer, and never despises the 
day of small things, on Sabbath morning, about the rising of 
the sun, our divine Master favoured us with a heavenly visita- 
tion. The solemn trumpet had summoned us to the concert of 
ywayer—our knees were bowed before the eternal throne—the 

eavens became auspicious, and seemed to rain down right- 
eousness: Many heard this day with new ears, and saw with 
neweyes. The work went on with power through the day and 
ensuing night. On Monday morning we had our sacrament.—~ 
This was one of the greatest times 1 ever saw at the adminis- 
tration of this ordinance. Sinners of the hardest kind trembled, 
wept, and looked on, while the humble followers of Jesus 
drew near, and with hearts dissolved in love and gratitude to 
God, brake the hallowed bread, and drank the sacred wine. 

At these three camp-meetings we had no disorder of sufficient 
consequence to mention ; but all was solemn—all was harmony. 
I] must give the people of this part of the country credit for their 

ood behaviour and attention to the word of life. Throughout 
these parts the Lord is working, and Zion’s orders are greatly 
enlarged—her beautiful gates are crowded with living converts. 

I] have had two camp-meetings since the above, at both of 
which we had some powerful conversions. I believe the preach- 
ers, both local and travelling, are in the spirit of the work, and 
in union of sentiment. 


We take pleasure in laying before our readers the following 
interesting letter from Dr. Adam Clarke to the Wesleyan Mis- 


sion Committee, containing a particular account of the two Bud- 
hist Priests, Duzerma Rama and Munn Rat Hana, who came 
from Ceylon to England with Sir Alexander Johnston, and have 
been placed by the Committee underthe Doctor's care. 
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“» “PO/THE COMMITTEES... : 
drt ~“Milbrook, Jan. 1, 1819. 

Wit the commencement of the new. year, I feel a desire to 
enter particularly into a consideration of our great call as a re- 
ligious people, as well as to lay before you. some farther account 
oft the Cingalese Priests under my care. . This call, 1 think, has 
been for some years past materially changed, _ At first. believe 
the Methodists were especially appointed of God to. spread 
Scriptural Christianity throughout these lands. .They went forth 
in his name and strength, preaching Christ crucified, and. full 
redemption from.all the power, guilt, and pollution of sin, 
through the blood of the cross. They did not labour in vain:— 
The land was evangelized principally by their means ; Antino- 
mianism, Pharisaism, and profligacy of every kind received a 
‘a most powerful check, and the cause of Christ has had a most 
remarkable triumph all over the land. God gave the word, and 
great was the company of the preachers, ‘The heavenly flame 
communicated its light and heat far and wide; and a_ goodly 
number. of eminent men, both in the Established Church and 
the different bodies of the Dissenters, have arisen.to proclaim 
the truth as it is in Jesus; and to build up believers in their 
most holy faith. The light has been conveyed to every part of 
the land, and the standard of the cross erected in every.place. 
At present we have comparatively little more to do, especially 
in this nation, than to maintain the conquest we have gained, 
induct the rising generation into the fold of Christ, and continue 
to sow and water a seed which, through the mercy, of God, is, in 
almost every place, falling into good ground. 

For many years we have heard a small still voice from dif- 
ferent regions of the earth, saying, ‘‘ Come over and help us!” 
I hope we may say we have obeyed the call in proportion to 
our means, and God has crowned our labours with suecess.— 
Lately this call has become louder and more distinct; Asia, 
Africa, and America, have particularly presented themselves to 
our notice, and implored our help. Our numerous people heard 
this call as well as their ministers ; and with a zeal ae alacrity 
on which I never reflect without feeling gratitude to God, and 
increasing respect for them, they have come forward to encour- 
age us, strengthen our hands.in the Lord, and afford us those 
secular means by which we might send the messengers of glad 
tidings to every part of the habitable globe. From these and con- 
comitant circumstances, we now feel that we are necessarily be- 
come a Missionary Pgorte, and must spread ourselves through 
the whole length and breadth of Immanuel’s land. The aie 
the unbounded prospect lies before us; and in proportion as we 
have proceeded on this most especial and direct call, our exer: 
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tions have been blessed: and what’shews the ‘thing to be of 
God, in the most direct manner, is, that those who have been 
most hearty in this glorious missionary work, have prospered 
most in their own souls: and thorouzhpractical piety has he- 
come more deep and extensive in‘ all those districts and socie- 
ties in our large Connexion, that have been most favourable to, 
and active in the grand missionary work. For my own part I 
must pity the man whose heart is not engaged in it, and must 
regard him as one born out of due time; or, as yet strangely 
living in the nonage of piety. But instances of this kind are so 
solitary, when compared with the vast mass of willing hearts 
and ready hands, that they are either lost in the immense'crowd, 
- ; | 
Apparent rari nantes in gurgito vasto. 


We have put our hand to the plough and must not look back. 
Our people are with us, they are ever ready to furnish us with 
the requisite means; we have many gifted and gracious men 
who are, as frequently as they are wanted, coming forward under 
the unction of the Divine Spirit, and saying, Here are we ! Send 
us! and highly honoured is that man who is called to preach 
the gospel; but more especially so, to stretch out his line be- 
said the present bounds of the evangelized world; and asa 
missionary, preach Jesus and the resurrection, where Jesus has 
not yet been named. This is the true, the genuine apostolic 
call: this is that which is connected with so much spiritual 
glory and spiritual renown—to be an ambassador for Christ at 
the call of millions who are perishing for lack of knowledge, 
to be sent forward in the work by the prayers of myriads, in 
whose hearts the Lord of the Harvest dwells, and whose inces- 
sant petition, “ Thy kingdom come,” is continually ascending 
to the heaven of heavens, and finding an easy access to’ the 
throne of God. Ina word, to be engaged in a labour so con- 
formable to the gracious design and practice of his Lordand 
Master, in which he can say, with the dying founder of that re- 
ligious connexion to which he has the privilege to belong, ‘ The 
best of all is, Gop 1s wit us!”? 

My brethren, I hope, will not consider me as too sanguine or 
too warm on this vast subject; I speak not without knowledge. 
I was one of the first missionaries in the Connexion. I have 
variously suffered and bled in the cause. I bear about still in 
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus; [ still feel the spirit of a 
missionary ; and if I did not, I should not feel the spirit of a 
minister of Christ; and were there none other, even at this age 
of hoary decrepitude, | would volunteer my little services to the 
East, teach in the schools which your pious and laborious mis- 
sionaries have established in Ceylon; or enter on the Peninsula 
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of India, to bear the seed-basket after those extraordinary ser- 
vants of the Most High, Carey, Marsuman, Warp and their 
fellows, and add my testimony concerning Him who, by the 
grace of God, tasted death for every man ; and whose infinitely 
meritorious blood cancels and cleanses fromall sin. Though 
my labours, thank God, are not needed, my testimony should 
not be withheld. I glory in what is done, and what zs doing in 
this grand missionary field; I see Jesus going on from conquer- 
ing to conquer; my heart says, “*G luck have thou with 
thine honour! Hallelujah! the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth ! 
Amen and Amen!”’ 

It is now high time to say something of the two Cingalese 
Priests, Monat Rat Hana and Daerma Rama, you have placed 
under my care. These young men are cousins-german, the 
first twenty-seven, the latter twenty-five years of age. It will 
give you satisfaction to know that they still behave well, are 
meek, gentle, and submissive. They are very diligent in their 
studies, and have an insatiable thirst for knowledge, and particu- 
larly religious knowledge. They continue to improve in their 
writing, and will soon write a very elegant hand ; their profiting 
in this is surprising, as they had never done any thing in this 
way before; their own writing gave them no advantage here, as 
that is a mere species of engraving with a steel point on the 
talipot leaf, which is the substance used instead of paper.— 
bres improve also both in reading and speaking English ; this 
is of vast importance, as J am satisfied the English language is, 
under God, the grand key to their salvation. Nothing but a 
thorough course of theological and philosophical English reading, 
can uluumately conquer and remove all the false notions and deep- 
rooted mt Sa relative to God and nature, found in that Priest- 
hood. I say deep-rooted, because with false theology and phi- 
losophy they have had their minds imbued from their earliest 
infancy. Munhi Rat Hana aud Dherma Rama entered the tem- 
ple «a they were about five years of age, and before they 
could arrive at their high order in the Priesthood, were obliged 
to learn several languages, not only the Cingalese in its purity, 
but also the Pali, Patois-Portuguese, Tamul, and Sanscrit; and to 
commit to memory many thousands of Slocas, or verses, con- 
taining their Theology, Physic, Metaphysics, Traditions, His- 
tory, Mantras or Incantations, and their most curiously involv- 
ed doctrine of the Metempsychosis, or Transmigration of souls. 
From these they have derived all their principles of morality, 
theology, medicine, philosophy, and political ceconomy. Till 
now they have had no opportunity of knowing better; these 
false principles had undisturbed empire in their minds. In a 
word, all their thoughts, ideas and moral feelings were cast in this 
mould. They now see they were wrong in many things, and 
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strongly suspect they were wrong in all. Théy wish for in- 
struction; they devour it with the keenest appetite, and long, 
ardently long, to have their minds stored with nothing but what 
is true and useful. Against Christianity, they have not, as far 
as | am able to judge, one remaining prejudice ; but they find it 
difficult to perceive the suitableness of many things, while they 
admit of their general truth. Ina word, they want to perceive 
and comprehend the reasons of those things; and they have not, 
as yet, English sufficient to understand those arguments which I 
know would at once set their minds at rest on such points. 

These men cannot be treated as common heathens: they are 
both philosophers, men of profound erudition in their way; with 
as far as I can judge, a powerful commanding eloquence. They 
are deeply read in the most speculative, most refined and purest 
ethics of the Brahman and Budhoo systems. In these respects, 
their acquirements are immense. I have myself read the Oup- 
nek’ hat, and some other works of this kind, and well knowing 
the subtle and specious reasons which both these systems can 
bring forth in behalf of their ethics and philosophy, I do not a 
little wonder at the blessed subjection of these men’s minds to 
the general truth of the gospel. 1 must say, I see them at the 
feet of Christ, and they are ready to lie at my feet, in order to 
be taught. Every new truth they receive with gratitude, de- 
light, and often with extasy. 

I think they are both pretty nearly masters of the Cingalese 
Catechism; | mean Mr. T. Wood’s Catechism, which has been 
translated into Cingalese, and to no part of this do I find them 
making any serious objection: indeed I have made it a maxim 
in their education, that ** Christianity is indubitably true, comes 
immediately from God, and cannot be successfully controvert- 
ed.”? This assumption I found it absolutely necessary to adopt 
from the beginning : on this I founded another, not less necessa- 
ry to my difficult work, viz. that “all other systems of religion 
are false or forged ; and on them no man can rely, but at the 
utter risk of his salvation.”? [told them, however, that I was 
at any time willing to enter into the proofs and demonstrations 
of these points, as soon as they were capable of comprehending 
the argument. Thus I became necessarily pledged to prove 
much, and satisfy many a scruple: but in this 1 found no other 
difficulty than their imperfect knowledge of English to compre- 
hend the requisite argumentation. They never carp or cavil, 
nor start a difficulty that is not serious and consoientious. They 
pray often, and are very devout in eae and | am sure they 
have now no object of adoration in heaven or earth but the true 


God: and his favour they’seek through the only Mediator.— 
Here much is gained. The Budhoosystem has, properly speak- 
ing, no prayer: because in fact it has no God. The decent 
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regulation of the life,.and the subjugation of the passions by 
strong ascetic discipline, is their law of righteousness, and the 
sum of their religion. Under this kind of discipline these men 
were brought up from their infancy ; and have, [ believe, never 
been guilty of any acts of immorality. In consequence of this, 
I cannot expect them to mourn on account of sins which the 
have never committed. Swearing, lying, drunkenness, theft, 
uncleanness, &c. they have in the utmost abhorrence. They 
have the highest opinion of our Decalogue, and make. it most 
conscientiously their rule of conduct: at the same time, they 
see that it cannot be properly observed but by the especial as- 
sistance of God; and for this they pray. In speaking to them 
about the divine nature, 1 have been truly astonished to find how 
much they have apprehended of even the most abstruse sub- 
jects. 1 often felt much difficulty to give them any such de- 
scription of the mystertes of Christianity, as would lead them to 
form just notions of those mysteries: and indeed I often trem- 
bled, lest, in endeavouring to bring down these subjects to low 
apprehensions, my trumpet should give an uncertain sound.— 
I could not bear the thought that these persons should be only 
Christian Theists : and with scarcely a hope that they would as 
yet, form any proper notion on the subject, I ventured to men- 
tion to them the Doctrine of the Trinity! [{ did not wish them 
to enter deeply into it.as yet; but I wished them to know it was 
an essential article of the Christian religion. My laudable cau- 
tion, 1 thank God, was vain: His eternal Spirit has taken up 
the lesson, and opened their understanding that they might 
know the Scriptures: and to my great astonishment, on a recent 
examination, I found that they had clear and satisfactory views 
of the Trinity, of the personality of the Trinity, and of the in- 
finite unity in this personality ! I saw the truth of that word, 4d 
thy children shall be taught of the Lord: and I saw also the 
truth of that saying of one of the primitive fathers, “ When God 
teaches, there is no delay in learning.’? ‘This has taught me a 
good lesson, never to be afraid to propose any. doctrine which I 
belieye to be of God, on account of its apparent difficulty, or 
fancied unsuitableness to present powers of apprehension: for 
ifit be of God, He will give the understanding to know that 
which is true. 

Of the sincerity and purity of these men’s motives, I have 
the most satisfactory evidence : they have sacrificed much in or- 
der to come and seek the Christian’s God in a Christian land. 
They have lost, forever lost their temple and its revenues ; and 
that high honour and reverence which they had, as high-priests, 
and highly learned among the highest orders, among their coun- 
trymen: and although they doubtless have suffered many butf- 
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fetings on this account, yet there is not the most distant wish 
remaining to trace back their steps. 

Dherma Rama is a young man of very high integrity, of an 
ardent and strong mind, wishing to sift every thing to the bot- 
tom; and never to take a stand any where till he is fully satis- 
fied the ground will bear him. What he gets he keeps. 

Munhi Rat’hana has a fine mind; truly spiritual, meek, and 
affectionate : seeks God, | believe, with his whole heart; and 
enjoys many consolations from his Spirit. Ali that are acquaint- 
ed with them, esteem Dherma, and love Munhi. 

Were I hasty to catch at many tokens of gracious influence 
which I see, and draw those conclusions from them which many 
others in my place would do, I might make up a good story, 
and perhaps as true as good. But I have always felt it my duty 
to be cautious ; and not to draw any conclusions from evidences 
appear to be at all equivocal, or that may be reasonably 

isputed. 

{believe God is at work on their understanding and hearts ; 
and have never fora moment doubted the propriety of their 
adoption by the Wesleyan Missionary Society ; but, on the con- 
trary, believe we should have sinned against God if we had 
hesitated to receive them. The expense, it is true, must fall 
upon the Missionary fund; for.except their sacerdotal robes, 
their books, and seven rupees, (about 14s. English) they have 
brought with them no earthly treasure. Their expense, how- 
ever, will be only their food and raiment ; as to their education, 
the cares, anxieties, &c. of myself and family, as no earthl 
good could induce me to undergo them, so no earthly good sha 
ever be received for them. My labour is with the Lord, and 
my recompence with my God. 

If they be spared to get back to Ceylon, I believe they will 
carry the pure light of the gospel to their benighted country- 
men; and should they never see the land of their nativity, it 
will be still clear gain; for they wil’ have their own souls for a 
prey. Their expenses, | am satisfied, will never encumber the 
other parts of the Missionary work ; for all who hear their story 
will rejoice to have the opportunity, by a little extra exertion, 
to cover every thing of this kind. And they will, I trust, do 
what will be of greater consequence, send up their heartiest 
prayers to God for these interesting strangers, and for him to 
whom their instruction has been confided. 

Through the mercy of God we have been enabled to bring 
them thus far, through our winter’s cold; indeed it has been re- 
markably mild ; me when they have heard us expressing our 


surprise that we have had-so little cold, frost, snow, &c. they 
have said, “‘ God has sent this good weather on our account, 
ihat we might not die.?? Indeed I often feared for their lives ; 
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and my wife was frequently without hope ; our cares and anxi- 
eties were multiplied on their account; and we were. obliged 
to deal with them as with children born before their due time. 
I endeavoured: to maintain the natural temperature of their 
bodies, as the cold increased, by a proper and gradual appliva- 
tion of calico, flannel, and the warmth of the room. ‘This at- 
tention was found to be indispensible. In their articles of food 
we were obliged to be equally attentive, and to provide them 
with the most easily digestible and nutritive things. I trust we 
have succeeded. Munhi Rathana appears to have completely 
weathered the climate. He has acquired even a stout hardiness. 
Dberma Rama, who grew very ‘thin, and had profuse night 
sweats, and a bad cough, appears also to have doubled the 
Cape. He is gaining flesh, has entirely lost his cough, and 
does not feel the impressions of cold as he formerly did. He 
requires great care ; for his constitution is, and I am persuaded 
ever was, weak and delicate. 

Yesterday, for the first time in their lives, they saw what they 
had often heard of, but could hardly credit ; water in a solid 
form. I wrapped them well up, and took them out to the pond, 
about sixty or seventy yards from the house, that they might see 
this (to them) strange phenomenon. It had frozen keenly in 
the night ; and they were struck with astonishment, to see that 
the water had become solid, and to see my nephew skating upon 
it. They said, ‘it will be of no use to tell this either to the 
Cingalese or Candians, for they can never believe it.” The 
seem to view this as a farther evidence of the being of a God. 
My large copper sun-dial was covered over with hoar frost, that 
had shot in chrystalizations, representing the most beautiful 
foilage. At this they were beyond measure astonished ; and 
after admiring it for some time, Dherma Rama took out his pen- 
cil, and with the blunt end, wrote on the icy incrustation, the fol- 
lowing words (in Cingalese): These leaves have been made by 
the supreme God. ll such effusions, which, to say the least ot 
them, are the offspring of spontaneous impressions, I take care 
to improve, and thus the impressions become a solid maxim.— 
Perhaps these things ye appear to the Committee too trifling 
to be noted: but you will not think so when you reflect, that 
they spring from minds that have been deeply and philosophi- 
cally schooled in the opinion, that there is no Supreme God: no 
Creator, no Governor of the universe : and you will at once per- 
ceive that it required much teaching, both from God and man, 
to bring ‘them to believe the reason of these doctrines. It is 
comparatively easy to deal with our common sinners: you be- 
gin with then on their own concessions : on their own convictions. 
They acknowledge God and his word; and on this account 
three fourths of your work isdone. But widely different must 
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the mode of procedure be with an atheistical and philosophical 
heathen, deeply learned in all the subtleties of a refined, impos- 
ing, and apparently sublime system of Metaphysical Ethics; 
this consideration should cause us to feel much for our brethren 
among the heathen; and especially among the philosophical 
heathen, such as the Budhoo and Brahminical priests; and we 
should be very choice in the persons whom we appoint to go 
into such regions. Deep piety, and soundness in the faith, 
though essentially necessary, are not the only requisites: they 
should be men of learning, clear heads, and sound judgments. 
What could the Baptist missionaries haye done in India with 
all their zeal and piety, had they not been men of first rate ta- 
lents and abilities ? It is gross enthusiasm that expects God to 
work without means: He requires them; and he will ever use 
the choicest in preference to the meanest: means are his crea- 
tures, and he will use them. What had we been as a people, 
had we not under God, had as our founder a man who for va- 
tious learning, soundness of judgment, unquenchable zeal, ex- 
tensive benevolence, deep piety, and vastness of mind, had few 
equals, perhaps no superior in the universe ? 

Our schools in Ceylon, will be, if properly encouraged, a ve 
powerful means of correcting, and indeed destroying these evi! 
and destructive systems ; and planting in their stead not only 
the pure and holy principles of the religion of Christ, but event- 
ually, of asound philosophy. By this means the.natives will 
learn English ; and from this language every thing pure in di- 
vinity, and sound in philosophy, is to be learned. And before 
these, idolatry, superstition, and illusions of every kind will 
vanish. It is impossible to over-rate the importance of these 
schools, in whatever light they may be viewed :—they should 
be strongly recommended to the attention and patronage of all 
our congregations ; and encouraged and extended by every 
possible means. Let the public know that we have such : and 
when their importance is once known, we shall find many to as- 
sist: and those, who were backward to help us in our missions, 
-not being entirely of our creed, such as the humane and benev- 
olent Quakers, will find pleasure in lending their hand to the 
support of a system of education among heathen people, at once 
so holy and so necessary. The priests rejoice to hear of these 
-establishments ; and are very inquisitive to know the number of 
Cingalese children under the instruction of the missionarjes.— 
When I told them some time ago, that we.had nearly four thou- 
sand in the schools, though they appeared to be glad that there 
were SO. many, yet they could not help regretting that these 
were very few in comparison of the many thousands who were 
destitute of the means of education. You may rest assured that 
this is the most direct way tochristianize this important and 
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valuable island, which not only from its situation, but on many 
other accounts, will ever be a grand key to continental India.—- 
Of these schools the grand patron and benevolent supporter, 
Sir Alexander Johnston, is now in England ; ask him concerning 
their necessity and importance :—No man can feel for Ceylon 
more than he does; and no man has laboured more to promote 
the highest interésts of that people. His zeal in this respect, is 
unbounded; let us light our tapers at his lamp. 

Before I conclude, I will mention another circumstance rela- 
tive to our Priests, which though apparently simple in itself, has 
led to some important results. It is well known that in the Bud- 
hoo, and indeed Brahminical system of philosophy, the earth is a 
vastly extended plain, ever at rest, and immoveable : founded on 
an equal extent of waters, and these upon air, which is itself either 
infinite, or founded on nothing! Over this prejudice, which has 
more serious consequences than you can well imagine, our podr 
priests could neither leap nor climb. A simple circumstance 
the other day, has quite dissolved the fabric, and nearly annihi- 
lated this Cingalese world. My son educates some young gen- 
tlemen :—previously to the vacation, I gave them some lectures, 
and among the rest, one on Magnetism. While describing the ha- 
ture, properties, and action of the magnetic fluid, and illustrating 
the doctrines laid down by experiments, the priests were great- 
ly delighted : a new world seemed literally to be opened to their 
view. They understand some little of our doctrine of gravita- 
tion, by which we endeavour to explain so many phoenomend. 
The flying of the steel filings to the magnet, and there adhering 
in an erect posture, surprised and confounded them. The course 
of the magnetic fluid, together with the attractive and repulsive 
influence of the poles of the same magnet, did not less surprise 
them ; but when I set the spinner in very quick motion, and pre- 
sented to it the end of a magnetized steel bar, by which it was 
instantly attracted, because suspended, and turned round its own 
axis with great velocity, they were fixed with wonder. To see 
such a substance revolving with such velocity, literally unsup- 
ported and hanging upon nothing, Dherma Rama exclaimed, * I 
now believe what I never could before believe or comprehend : 
I see, I see that the earth is round; that it continues to turn 
round, and that it stands upon nothing!” I had at that time 
said nothing on the subject; but his good sense from the ‘prin- 
ciples before him, led him to form the analogy, and make the de- 
duction. This was to them both, another proof of the being 
and government of an all-wise and all-powerful God. 

I have proceeded to a great length with this letter; and can 
only be justified by the importance of the subject. Praying for 
the prosperity of Zion, and the salvation of the whole lost world. 

I am, your’s truly, | 
Apam CLARKE. 











32Q POETRY. 


Poetry. 


A HYMN 


In praise of the Author of Nature. 


MY God! how glorious is thy name ! 

The earth, the heav’ns, declare thy fame,— 
Thy footstool, and thy throne. 

“ Ye heav’ns exist!” thy mandate said ;— 

Thro’ ample space the heav’ns were spread ;— 
Thou spak’st, and it was done. 


The thunder’s voice, the lightning’s wing, 
The splendid sun,—my GOD, my KING, 
The fair unfolding flow’r ;— 
Suns, lightnings, flowers, are full of thee ; 
In earth, in heaven, in all, I see 
Thy majesty and power. 


Upon the whirlwind’s wing, who rides ? 
The burning bolt of heaven, who guides ? 
What God can equal ours ? 
Whose phials, when the forest gleams, 
Diffusing wide th’ electric streams, 
The lightning torrent pours ? 


Thine, thine, JEHOVAH, thine alone !— 
Ten thousand worlds around thy throne, 
Depend upon thy word. 
Thou frownest ;—see, they all disperse! 
Thou smilest ;—see, the universe, 
With all its worlds restor’d! 


Erected by Almighty hands, 

A temple for thy glory, stands 
This universe sWblime ;_ 

All being pours thy praises forth ;— 

The creeping reptiles on the earth, 
The burning seraphim. 


Heav’n’s millions hymn thy praise on higty 
Inhabitants of yon fair sky, 
Who all thy glories see ; 
Not less obsequious to thy nod, 
The embryon worm obeys its God ;— 
All being bows to thee ! 


Ah, what is man, frail child of dust ! 
That thou in whom I dare to trust,— 

That thou, IMMORTAL KING! 
Should’st call him forth thy love to share 7 
Thy mercies how can I declare, 

Or how thy goodness sing ? 


Exalted by thy sovereign band, 

Myself a sov’reign, lo, I stand, 
And see, beneath my feet, 

My subjects of the air, and sea, 

Of fields, and forests, bow to me, 
And to my sway submit. 


© how magnificent thy name! 
JEHOVAH, infinite thy fame ' 
Creation’s ample round 
ShalJ echo thy supernal praise, 
And universal nature’s lays - 
Eternally resound. 


A SUBLIME THOUGHT. 


Could we with ink the ocean fill, 
Were the whole world of parchment made; — 
Were every single stick a quill, 
And every man a scribe by trade ; 
To write the love of God alone, 
Would drain the ocean dry— 
Nor would the scroll contain the whols, 
Tho’ stretch’d from sky to sky! 
Brooklyn, July 19. 


LINES ON THE BREAK OF DAY, 


Dawn of day ! thy twilight dress 
A mantle seems of holiness, 

Dropt by him who fashion’d earth, 
Ere the morning stars had birth ; 
Ere the womb of shapeless night, 
Heav’d creation into light. 


Dawn of day ! how pure to me, 

Ks all thy fresh-born fragrancy ; 
Of odours, that from night fall rise, 
A yet untainted sacrifice : 

From God’s footstool to his throne, 
Oh, that I could waft mine own! 


Dawn of day! how rapt thy hush 

Of stillness, ere from brake or bush 

Beast do rustle, bird take wing, 

Or noise of any earthly thing, 

Break in upon that holy calm, 

Which seems to breathe a heavenly charm, 


Sweet, oh sweetest dawn of day ! 

Like all that’s sweet, how brief thy stay: 
For now the sun, in beamy spread, 

Tips eastern clouds with garish red ; 
And gathering sounds the ear steal on, 
Dawn of day! thy charm is gone. 





LOOK AT YOUR WATCH. 


See how the moments pass, 
How swift they haste away ; 

In this instructive glass, 
Behold thy life decay: 


Oh ! waste not then thy prime 
In sin’s pernicious road ; 

Redeem thy precious time— 
Acquaint thyself with God. 


So when thy pulse shall cease 
Its throbbing transient play, 

Thy soul to realms of peace, 
Shall wing its joyful way. 





